
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 25
2 Kings 25:1-3 - The Final Siege Of Jerusalem

The final siege of Jerusalem lasted about 18 months.  During this time, the conditions in Jerusalem were very dire.  Remember, 
a siege was a military strategy where the invading army would surround the city walls and wait for the city’s inhabitants 
to either surrender or starve.  As a result, we learn verse 3 that this is exactly what was happening.

2 Kings 25:3 (NLT) - By July 18 in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign, the famine in the city had become very 
severe, and the last of the food was entirely gone.

Reading the book of Jeremiah will prove to be very helpful to understand the spiritual climate of this time as well as more 
“insider” perspective of this time.  Jeremiah the prophet was himself a witness to this siege and the conditions in Jerusalem.  

Jeremiah wrote a lengthy poem of lament likely during or describing this time.  We know it as the book of “Lamentations”. 
 Read this portion which illustrates what things were like in the city:

Lamentations 4:4-13, 16a (NLT) - The parched tongues of their little ones stick to the roofs of their mouths in 
thirst. The children cry for bread, but no one has any to give them.  5 The people who once ate the richest foods now 
beg in the streets for anything they can get. Those who once wore the finest clothes now search the garbage dumps 
for food.  6 The guilt of my people is greater than that of Sodom, where utter disaster struck in a moment and no 
hand offered help.  7 Our princes once glowed with health-- brighter than snow, whiter than milk. Their faces were 
as ruddy as rubies, their appearance like fine jewels.  8 But now their faces are blacker than soot. No one 
recognizes them in the streets. Their skin sticks to their bones; it is as dry and hard as wood.  9 Those killed by the 
sword are better off than those who die of hunger. Starving, they waste away for lack of food from the fields.  10 
Tenderhearted women have cooked their own children. They have eaten them to survive the siege.  11 But now the 
anger of the LORD is satisfied. His fierce anger has been poured out. He started a fire in Jerusalem that burned the 
city to its foundations.  12 Not a king in all the earth-- no one in all the world-- would have believed that an 
enemy could march through the gates of Jerusalem.  13 Yet it happened because of the sins of her prophets and the 
sins of her priests, who defiled the city by shedding innocent blood...16 The LORD himself has scattered them, and he 
no longer helps them.

2 Kings 25:4-7 - The King Flees, The King No Longer Sees

In a classic cowardly move, the “men of war” and the king fled the city when the Babylonian army entered the walls.  They 
attempted to flee to safety but were pursued by the Babylonians who soon captured the king (Zedekiah).  They then brought 
him to Nebuchadnezzar who found him “guilty”.  The Babylonians slaughtered Zedekiah’s sons in front of him and then 
immediately gouged out his eyes, leaving his son’s death etched in his memory as his eye’s last sight.

2 Kings 25:8-17 - Jerusalem no more...
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Approx one month later (v. 8) a leading servant of Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem to complete the destruction of the 
city.  He burned the temple.  He burned the king’s palace.  He burned all of the homes of the city.  He ordered the soldiers to 
break down every wall.  He began the deportation of every remaining person in the city.

2 Kings 25:13-17 - The Temple Destroyed

v. 13 - Bronze pillars & sea
v. 14 - pots shovels, snuffers, 
spoons and all bronze vessels
v. 15-16 - firepans, basins, 
stands for the sea

→ “beyond weight” - NLT: too 
great to be measured…

2 Kings 25:8-17 almost brings you to 
tears.  The narrator of these event reports with specific details that would break the heart of those reading this text, mindful of 
his words.  I tried to think of something comparable to our day that would only slightly compare.  It brought to mind when terrorists 
flew planes into the world trade center.  I remember watching as a freshman in college as the second plane hit the tower on live TV. 
 The first plane wasn’t televised and there was still some question as to whether or not it was an accident.  But the second plane 

made it clear it was not.  And you sat 
and watched in fear and shock.  And then 
56 minutes after the south tower was hit, 
it fell to the ground in 10 seconds.

The temple in Jerusalem.  The one 
permanent place on the entire planet that 
Yahweh had placed his name to be honored. 
 Built by Solomon, dedicated with joy and 
wonder - the place that the glory and 
presence of God filled at that dedication. 
 The site of so many glorious feasts and 
times of worship.  So many holy men and 
women walked in it’s courts.  And piece by 
piece it is dismantled and the remaining 
pieces burned.

2 Kings 25:18-21 - Jerusalem’s Other Leaders Are Killed

Nebuzaradan also finds leading officials of the temple, army and royal advisors and brings them for judgment before 
Nebuchadnezzar.  They are killed.  Babylon has destroying the temple, the city, executing the leaders, and exiling the 
people.  They have dominated, defeated and destroyed the Kingdom of Judah.  And as we know from 2 Kings 24, this was all the 
LORD’s doing.  This is heartbreaking.
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2 Kings 25:22-24 - Administration For The Remaining People

We read earlier that the only remaining people in the land were “the poorest of the land” left intentionally by Babylon to 
be “vinedressers and plowmen” (v. 12).  Babylon appoints a man named Gedaliah.  Some of the men of the region meet with 
Gedaliah and he assures them that there can and will be peace during his oversight.  If the people of the land will serve 
Babylon (and their representative Gedaliah), things will go “well”.

2 Kings 25:25-26 - Even The Remnant Doesn’t Remain

Some time later, a group of the men who had previously spoke to Gedaliah come and assassinate him.  They also kill “all the 
Judeans and Babylonians who were with Gedaliah at Mizpah (25:25b, NLT). As a result, the few people left in Judah leave the 
land for Egypt, fearing the Babylonian response to this event.

And with that we come to the near close of 2 Kings.  The formerly great temple of Solomon ransacked and burned.  The formerly 
majestic city of David, Jerusalem demolished.  The descendant of David, Zedekiah the king blinded and in chains.  The people of 
Abraham, once freed from slavery by Pharoah now exiled in Babylon or fleeing in fear to Egypt. The promised land left desolate.

Things didn’t have to turn out this way.  God called Abraham to begin to restore what was lost by humanity in the garden of Eden. 
 He saw in him a man who would live by faith, teaching his children to do the same.  Abraham was faithful and though flawed, passed 
the blessing of knowing Yahweh to his children and grandchildren.  Even when the nation forgot about the LORD while in Egypt, the 
LORD did not forget about them, raising up for them a deliverer in Moses.  Moses too was faithful to the LORD, servinging Him despite 
the challenges He faced in his own life or the obstacles he had to overcome when facing Pharaoh or leading a stubborn and fickle 
people through the desert.  He never gave up on God and passed the baton of faith to Joshua who led a victorious generation into the 
land God had promised to Abraham.  Joshua kept the faith as well - choosing with his household to serve the LORD rather than the gods 
of Canaan.  And the LORD kept his promise...through a season of ups and downs, God remained faithful.  He didn’t reject his people, even 
when he rejected their first king, Saul and maintained his love and blessed His people by raising up David to be their shepherd king.

David, like Abraham and Moses before him wasn’t perfect, but he was faithful.  And through many trials and tribulations, some caused 
by his own sin, he never turned from the God of creation.  This was the prototype for how things were supposed to be.  Stay faithful to 
the LORD.  That’s the purpose of their calling and their kingdom.  To be a nation of priests and a light to the world.  Yet within one 
generation, that purpose split in two.  Judah would stick with the LORD, and Israel would turn back to idols.

Yet even during this time, God didn’t give up on his people.  He raised up prophets, men of great renown like Elijah, Elisha and Isaiah 
and unknown and unnamed heroes who proclaimed God’s heart for His people.  Judah would keep faith, at times.  But Israel never did. 
 And so, long before this dark chapter in Judah’s story, Israel would be cut off and carried away by Assyria.  They didn’t keep the 
faith.

You would think that Judah would have gotten the message loud and clear as their biological and spiritual brothers to the north got 
defeated and deported.  Surely some did - Hezekiah did.  Josiah did.  They kept faith, even when the pressure from their fathers made it 
hard or unpopular to worship Yahweh.  But they did it.  They kept the faith, and God kept His favor on them.

But at long last, the cup of his wrath was filled.  Manasseh added over 50 years of evil to that cup.  Josiah’s sons added more.  And 
now it was time for it to be poured out on their own heads.  Oh surely the LORD is merciful and gracious, long-suffering and 
kind...but he does not leave the guilty unpunished.  And from the very beginning of God speaking this covenant opportunity to the 
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nation of Israel, through Moses, He laid out the choices and consequences, the blessings and cursings, the life or death of entering 
into the covenant with Him.

As we close 2 Kings we see the choice that God’s people made.  They rejected His love and said “no” to his covenant.  They made the 
choice for “cursing” and “death” and that is exactly what the LORD gave.  No more chances, the “long-suffering” of God has reached 
its end.

2 Kings 25:27-30 - Favor On Jehoiachin

In a surprise (or is it really a surprise?) twist, 2 Kings ends with a reappearance of Jehoiachin.  And so as readers, we’re 
ripped away from our mourning at verse 26 and brought to a place of curiosity in verses 27-30.  We think “wait, what’s this 
all about?”  Why is Jehoiachin back in the story, and WHY does it seem that he’s getting favored in Babylon?  Jehoiachin was 
the 18 year old king who reigned for 3 months before surrendering to Nebuchadnezzar (24:8-12).  

You can just imagine someone reading the Bible for the first time, unaware of what happens next, or the New Testament, 
thinking “I thought we were done with Judah and her kings…”  It should inspire us to read on and see why God relights a 
flame of hope - a small, weak and flickering light for sure - yet lit nonetheless.  We don’t know what will become of 
Jehoiachin, but is reappearance at least confirms that there is a descendant of David that still lives!  And if there is a dim 
spark, there is hope.

You see the covenant was bigger than the current generation.  It was an everlasting covenant that surpassed the faith of the one’s 
living in that moment.  It was an everlasting covenant to Abraham, it was an everlasting covenant to David.  And it superseded their 
foolish children because it was based on the God who knows how to follow through no matter what humanity tries to throw his way.

In many ways the story of 1 & 2 Kings is a timeless story about humanity’s relationship with the creator.  God initiates the 
relationship, longs for it to stay close, and works however He needs to - whether in blessing or cursing - to ensure his covenant 
invitation is offered to His people.  1 & 2 Kings show us the blessing of following the LORD’s ways and the consequences of not.  1 & 2 
Kings teach us about what is really important in life - not riches or success, but relationship with God.  1 & 2 Kings put on display 
the choices that every generation has, ours especially, to serve the LORD or serve other gods - and the ramifications of those choices 
on us as individuals, on our families, and on our future.  

And 1 & 2 Kings remind us of the great pursuit of our life and goals for our days - to be an individual and a collective generation 
that will be counted as a faithful generation to this great God of love, mercy, power and faithfulness.  To follow in footsteps of 
the heroes of our story - David, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah and Jeremiah.  While we may not be called 
to some of the roles and moments they were - it is our time to be faithful in whatever road we may travel.  And as we go, we can 
know for sure, that the covenant-keeping God of 1 & 2 Kings will go before us, watch behind us and travel with us every step of the 
journey.

FOOD – CHURCH FOR January
Grumbling, murmering, problems…

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/

